
22 - 28 November 2020 
King of compassion 
 

Present the reading & Talk together 
Open the Bible at Matthew 25.31  
 
Jesus tells a story about a shepherd sorting out sheep and goats to show how 
God separates the kind from the unkind. 

The following is a fun way of telling the story, followed by ideas for 
discussion time: 

 
Sheep and goats 
Devise with the children two simple noises and actions for the sheep and 
goats. Ask them to make those noises and actions any time either sheep or 
goats are mentioned in the story. 
 

 
Jesus said, ‘When the Son of Man comes in glory, the whole world will be 
gathered before him and he will separate people as a shepherd separates 
sheep from goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his 
left. He will say to those on his right, “Come, you are blessed by my Father; 
for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave 
me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 
visited me.” 

‘The sheep will answer, “When did we see you hungry and give you food, 
or thirsty and give you a drink? When did we meet you as a stranger and 
welcome you, or see you naked and give you clothing? When did we see 
you sick, or in prison, and visit you?” 



‘The king will say, “Whatever you did to the least important members of my 
family, you did it to me.” 

‘Then he will say to those on his left, “Get out, worthless goats! You are 
good for nothing. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, I 
was naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did 
not visit me.” The goats will answer, “When did we see you hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of 
you?” 

‘He will answer, “Because you did not do it to the people in need, you did 
not do it to me. And the goats will be sent to eternal punishment and the 
sheep to eternal life.”’ 

 

Talk together   
• What did the people described in the story as sheep have in 

common? 
• What was the last thing someone did that made you feel cared for? 
• Can you think of anyone you could show some kindness to this 

week? 
 


